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scription, holds any rank higher than that of a Sulak-
dar Commandant, that is, of an officer below the rank
of an English subaltern, who is appointed to each
company of the native soldiery.
Tour Committee here would be under- AH lucrative

employ-

stood to state the ordinary establishment: meats mae

hands of the

for the war may have made some alteration.

All the honorable, all the lucrative situations of the
army, all the supplies and contracts of whatever spe-
cies that belong to it, are solely in the hands of the
English ; so that whatever is beyond the mere sub-
sistence of a common soldier and some officers of a
lower rank, together with the immediate expenses of
the English officers at their table, is sooner or later,
in one shape or another, sent out of the country.

Such was the state of Bengal even in time of pro-
found peace, and before the whole weight of the pub-
lic charge fell upon that unhappy country for the
support of other parts of India, which have been des-
olated in such a manner as to contribute little or
nothing to their own protection.

Tour Committee have given this short comparative
account of the effects of the maritime traffic of Ben-
gal, when in its natural state, and as it has stood
since the prevalence of the system of an investment
from the revenues. But before the forma- Conner

stake of

tion of that system Bengal did by no means trade.
depend for its resources on its maritime commerce,
The inland trade, from whence it derived a very
great supply of silver and gold and many kinds of
merchantable goods, was very considerable. The
higher provinces of the Mogul Empire were then pop-
ulous and opulent, and intercourse to an immense
amount was carried on between them and Bengal.